Triangle Economics of Education Workshop 2026: Paper Abstracts
(Listed in order of presentation)

Title: Trade Liberalization and Human Capital Formation: Child Learning and Child Labor in Peru
Presenter: Leah Lakdawala

Coauthors: Ryan Abman, Clark Lundberg, and Eduardo Nakasone

Abstract: Trade liberalization can promote long-run growth, but adjustment costs fall unevenly and
may shape children’s human capital in ways that persist into adulthood. We study Peru’s dramatic
unilateral trade liberalization, combining household surveys with administrative records on
enrollment and test scores and exploiting variation in local labor market exposure to import tariff
cuts. We document a stark trade-off between schooling quantity and learning quality. Greater
exposure to import competition increased public primary school enrollment and attendance, but
reduced learning: exposed districts experienced declines in average math scores. We trace these
divergent effects to countervailing income and substitution channels. Declining returns to low-skill
work increased the relative value of schooling, while negative household income shocks pushed
children to combine school with work and shifted enrollment from private to public schools. We
then show that exposure to trade liberalization during school-going years had lasting consequences.
More exposed young adults are more likely to complete secondary school and pursue vocational
training, but less likely to enter or complete university; in the labor market, they are less likely to
work and earn less. These findings show that trade reforms can expand school access while eroding
learning quality, generating long-run costs that standard enrollment metrics fail to capture.

Title: The Librarian-Teacher Partnership (LTP): An Initiative to Increase Student Library
Engagement and Foundational Literacy Skills

Presenter: Elc Estrera

Abstract: This study offers causal evidence that, in partnership with teachers, school librarians
increase both student library engagement and foundational literacy skills. In a randomized controlled
trial involving 990 2nd and 3rd grade students across 59 homerooms in 9 schools, teachers were
randomly assigned to participate in the LTP. With each LTP teacher, the librarian scheduled one
extra visit to the school library every week over 7 weeks. At each visit, teachers helped students find
and check out books. The intent-to-treat effect implies that students in LTP homerooms were 7
percentage points (pp; p < 0.001) more likely than students in matched control-group homerooms to
check out at least one book per week over the study period, a 20% increase over the control-group
mean. Effects were driven by the most economically disadvantaged students and multilingual
learners. Using the random assignment of homerooms as an instrument for the total books checked
out by a student over the study period, a one standard deviation increase in checkouts—roughly 15
books—increased student nonsense word fluency, specifically sounding out individual letters by 0.340
SD (p < 0.05) and blending letter sounds together to pronounce words by 0.337 SD (p < 0.05).

Title: Examining Deservingness and Higher Education Financial Aid Policy

Presenter: Ben Rubin

Abstract: Financial aid is an important social policy benefit that has made accessing higher education
more attainable for generations of Americans. Beginning with the GI Bill and followed by other
federal policies like the National Defense Education Act and the Higher Education Act, the federal
government has provided financial aid to many different groups of citizens based on different
aspects of their identity. Similarly, states—and higher education institutions themselves—construct
different target groups through need- and merit-based aid. The social construction of target



population literature highlights how policies and the distribution of benefits shape people’s
perception of deservingness. How do individuals evaluate the deservingness of different types of
students for the receipt of financial aid? Using original conjoint and framing experiments, this study
examines how individual characteristics shape perceptions of deservingness for financial aid.
Additionally, it asks how different financial aid policy designs shape people’s perception of
deservingness. I hope to highlight how people’s view of deservingness of financial aid varies by
different characteristics of the recipient of the financial aid. The results of the study illuminate how
the public view an important lever of opportunity in the United States—one that is increasingly
under attack by federal policymakers.

Title: Gun Violence on College Campuses and Its Impact on the Mental Health of Students
Presenter: Cecilia Rodriguez Ingold

Abstract: This paper examines the psychological consequences of campus gun violence for college
students, a topic that has received limited attention outside the context of mass shootings. It draws
on a novel dataset that links incident-level information from the Gun Violence Archive and
Everytown for Gun Safety to student-level survey data from the Healthy Minds Study. The final
sample includes 12,280 students exposed to gun violence at 43 U.S. colleges and universities
between 2014 and 2024. Exploiting variation in the timing of students’ enrollment and survey
participation relative to each incident, the study estimates the effects of exposure on a broad set of
mental health outcomes. Preliminary findings show that exposure to campus gun violence
significantly worsens student well-being. Exposed students report lower life satisfaction, higher
levels of depression and anxiety, and increases in suicidal ideation and planning in the year following
an incident. They also report weaker feelings of belonging and a diminished sense of fit with their
institution. Perceptions of safety on and off campus decline over the following two years. While
smoking, drug use, and self-injurious behavior do not change, alcohol use and binge drinking
increase after exposure. These findings highlight the broader mental health costs of campus gun
violence.

Title: Class Rank and Student Disability Classification

Presenter: Marie Hull

Coauthors: Hema Shah and Maria Zhu

Abstract: U.S. public schools play a central role in disability identification. We study how third-grade
class rank affects subsequent disability classification using administrative data and variation in
school-cohort achievement distributions to isolate rank from own achievement. Students in the
lowest ventile are 3.8 percentage points more likely to be identified as having a disability relative to
the median (10th ventile). Students in the top ventiles exhibit smaller but significant increases
relative to the median as well. These findings are primarily driven by students with learning
disabilities and health conditions such as Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). We
also show that students with low rank are more likely to receive a testing accommodation in 4th
grade. Our findings shed light on the role of subjective factors in shaping disability diagnosis and
testing accommodations.



Title: Scaling Academic Recovery: Evidence on the Effectiveness of Tutoring and Summer School
After COVID-19

Presenters: Ayesha K. Hashim and Jimmy Leak

Coauthors: Emily Morton (NWEA)

Abstract: In response to pandemic-related learning disruptions, school districts invested heavily in
academic recovery interventions such as tutoring and summer school, often scaling programs rapidly
using ESSER funds. This paper examines the effectiveness of these interventions at scale and the
organizational tradeoffs districts face when expanding evidence-based programs system-wide. Using
student-level data from 12 large urban districts, we compare achievement impacts of tutoring and
summer school programs implemented during the 2022—23 school year, documenting systematic
tradeoffs between participation, dosage, and measured effects. We pair this analysis with a district
case study of Guilford County Schools (NC), which initially expanded a large home-grown tutoring
program under ESSER and later intentionally scaled it down to strengthen implementation quality
and sustainability. Together, the findings highlight limits to effectiveness when interventions scale
rapidly, and illustrate how districts adapt program design in response to budget constraints and
implementation challenges. The results have direct implications for policy and practice as states and
districts reassess post-ESSER investments in academic recovery.

Title: More Than Just Suspension: Informal Discipline in K-12 Schools

Presenter: Siobhan O’Muircheartaigh

Coauthors: Sarah Komisarow

Abstract: In this paper we document the prevalence and distribution of informal disciplinary
consequences in K—12 public schools and examine how they contribute to disparities in school
discipline. Using administrative data from North Carolina, we first describe the landscape of
informal disciplinary consequences across grade levels. Informal consequences account for the
largest share of disciplinary responses at the elementary school level, particularly in the early grades.
In kindergarten, 47% of disciplinary incidents result in an informal consequence, exceeding the share
resulting in suspension until fourth grade, while rates are substantially lower in middle and high
school. We then examine gaps in informal consequences by student race and socioeconomic status.
Decompositions of unconditional gaps show that, much like suspension patterns documented in
prior work, these disparities arise primarily within schools. Finally, using two complementary fixed-
effects econometric approaches—one focusing on single-student incidents among first-time
kindergarteners and another comparing students involved in the same multi-student incidents—we
show that Black and economically disadvantaged students are more likely to be suspended and less
likely to receive informal consequences relative to their peers.

Title: NC Restart Schools: An Implementation Fidelity Study

Presenter: Dale Hammer

Coauthors: Sora Yoo, Lam D. Pham, Timothy A. Drake

Abstract: The Every Student Succeeds Act grants states increased flexibility to approve locally-
tailored school reform models, but little is known about what interventions schools implement and
whether schools implement proposed improvement plans with fidelity. This study leverages the
North Carolina Restart (NCR) program to examine the extent to which fidelity and flexibility of
implementation moderate the impact of NCR on student test scores. Utilizing administrative data
from the NC Department of Public Instruction from 2011-2024, we analyzed 198 improvement
plans and 862 annual implementation reports. We employed a difference-in-differences model with a
Callaway & Sant’Anna estimator to account for staggered implementation across eight cohorts of



NCR schools. Results show a positive overall effect of NCR on student achievement, with gains of
0.03 SD in reading and 0.06 SD in math. Preliminary findings indicate that flexibility is more
strongly associated with test score gains than rigid fidelity. Specifically, schools exhibiting high
flexibility—even with low fidelity to original plans—showed significant growth. These results
suggest that future whole-school reform policies should intentionally support implementation
flexibility to allow leaders to meet local needs effectively.

Title: Workplace Spillovers Among Middle School Teachers

Presenter: Olivia Finley

Abstract: Teachers are known to be an integral part of student learning and human capital
formation, but there is little empirical evidence around their own skill development. A growing
literature on teacher-to-teacher peer effects beginning with Jackson and Brueggman (2009)
highlights that there is learning among teachers that share certain characteristics, courses, or
students. I investigate these spillovers in the middle school setting, and estimate the error in teacher
value-added that arises as a result of neglecting teacher peer effects in models of student
achievement growth. I exploit a bonus policy in the state of North Carolina which provided an
exogenous shock to teacher effort. Beginning in 2017, math teachers in the top quartile of the value-
added distribution received a financial bonus of $2150. Using the percentage of peers treated by this
policy as an instrument, I find that teachers who work with peers who exert more effort as a result
of the policy also produce greater student achievement controlling for teacher and student
characteristics. This work demonstrates that spillovers in effort among teachers occur beyond
elementary years.

Title: From Care to Classrooms: Mental Health Reform and Education

Presenter: Renan Marques

Abstract: Mental health conditions in early life shape long-run human capital accumulation, yet we
lack population-level evidence on whether expanding access to mental health care improves
schooling, and whether any gains require treating children directly or can also operate through the
households and communities in which they grow. We study Brazil's nationwide psychiatric reform,
which replaced long-term hospitalization with community-based Psychosocial Care Centers (CAPS)
serving individuals of all ages. Using administrative data covering the universe of Brazilian schools
over two decades and exploiting staggered municipal rollout in a difference-in-differences
framework, we find that CAPS introduction reduces dropout and age—grade distortion, with effects
concentrated at the high school level. We trace these gains to two channels: a direct channel through
youth, as outpatient utilization rises, ADHD medication sales increase and adolescent self-harm
declines by 33 percent; and an indirect channel through adults, as psychiatric hospitalizations fall by
22 percent and interpersonal violence by 19 percent, stabilizing household and community
conditions. The pattern of results suggests that community mental health reform generates
educational returns not only through the children it treats but through the environments it stabilizes.



